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After chopping deeply into housing and other social 
programs for the poor. House Appropriations subcom- 
mittees yesterday concluded a round of spending cut 
proposals by grazing the budget for Congress. 

Thie budget-cutting knife, which Republicans have 
brandished to offset disaster aid costs and to finance 
proposed tax cuts, nicked about $21 million from the 
$2.4 billion budget for congressional operations. The 
proposed spending cut, which had bipartisan support, 
amounts to less than a 1 percent reduction for the op- 
erations of Congress and related agencies. 

Other appropriations subcommittees proposed the 
bull$ °f $17.5 billion in fiscal 1995 spending cuts from 
funds that 'had been authorized for such programs as 
summer jobs, home heating and rental vouchers for 
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income housing programs. i. 

The Appropriations subcommittee on the legislative 
branch spared the accounts that finance lawmakers' 
staffs and official expenses. The $21 million reduction 
would come from such agencies as the General Ac- 
counting Office, Architect of the Capitol and the Joint 
Committee on Printing, which wpuld. be abolished. 

Appropriations Chairman Bob Livingston (R-La.) 
defended keeping lawmakers’ personal: budgets at cur- 
rent levels, noting that the House approved a one- 
third cut in its committee staffs in January. He sug- 
gested that lawmakers' aides are overworked. “My 
staff and the staffs of most congressmen I know are 
pulling their hair out,” Livingston told the Associated 
Press. 

In recent years, a Democratic-controlled Congress 
approved somewhat larger cuts in Hill spending. 
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